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ine such a drawing, you see it first as one of the solid
objects and then as the other, the two alternating as in
the case of binocular rivalry. The simplest ambiguous
figure is perhaps the dot figure, the dots being either
regularly or irregularly arranged. In either case, the
dots, as you examine them, fall into patterns, and the
patterns change from moment to moment. You make,
that is to say, a variety of perceptual reactions to the
same continuing situation, but you make only one at
a time. These instances of alternating and mutually
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exclusive perceptions are curiosities, but in a general
way they are typical of all perception, since always the
situation confronting the observer is capable of arous-
ing different percepts, only one of which occurs at any
one moment, though several may occur in succession.

ADVANTAGE POSSESSED  BY ONE ALTERNATIVE
REACTION  OVER THE  OTHERS

That one of the various alternative reactions which is
first evoked evidently has a certain advantage over the
others, and the question arises as to what gives it this